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	1. Chapter 1: Empty Places

**Chapter 1: Empty places**

One girl was walking down the beach, hands in her pockets and thinking. Thinking about her whole life.

She had a blond curly hair and eyes as blue and beautiful as only the ocean could be. Chances are that she was connected to the ocean in a very strong and special way. She was a mermaid. A mermaid with superpowers. She had the power to boil things and make lightenings.

Her name? Rikki Chadwick.

She was said to be the rebel of the town. Not only she was beautiful, but also very strong and stubborn.

Rikki was walking slowly to Will's place. Cleo, Bella and Will were waiting there for her to show up. She wondered if she had the strength to take the look in their eyes, when they hear she's leaving with her father.

She took a deep breath, than she stood at the front door and pushed it open. They were all there together, and when she came in they looked at her with worried faces. She was a little pale and didn't feel very good, but she had to tell them everything. She gave them a little smile, and they did the same to her.

"I have to tell you something guys." She said. "I have to leave the town with my father."

She sat on the sofa next to the girls, observing their reactions and that of Will. The girls looked at her with eyes full of tears and Will's look was full of pain.

"What? Why?" Cleo asked and tears started forming in her eyes. "You can't leave us. We're the best of friends, soul sisters, we need each other."

"I'm sorry. My dad is going to England, and he wants me to go with him." She said with small tears forming in the back of her eyes.

The three girls hugged each other. Then Rikki slowly walked over to Will and put her arm on his showder. He turned back, he didn't want the girls to see the tears that he couldn't stop. He took a deep breath, trying to make his voice sound stable.

"So, you'll just go? You'll leave us without even giving us the opportunity to tell our opinions?!"

His words stabbed her heart like a knife.

"I really have no choice, but go with my dad. But I'll miss you so much, all of you!" She said and a tear rolled down her cheek.

Cleo and Bella ran to Rikki and hugged her. All three were crying. When they released from the hug Rikki turned to Will and hugged him whispering in his ear "I'll miss _all_ of you".

For her he was something like the brother she never had and she cared a lot for him. But for him she wasn't just like a sister. She meant a lot more to him.

He _loved_ her. From the day he met her, he _fell in love_ with her. She meant the world to him. She was his everything. But now she was leaving, she was going away from her soul sisters, from Mako, from everything. She was going away from _him_.

"So when…when are you leaving?" He asked wiping away the tears.

"My flight leaves at 8.00 pm tomorrow." She said with pain in her soft voice and brushed the warm tears rolling down her cheeks.

"Tomorrow?" Bella said. "But…that's too soon."

"I know. I'm sorry for not telling you all this earlier, I just… I couldn't." She said and looked at the girls with eyes full of tears. "Do you…um…do you want to come with me to Mako for one last swim?" She asked with a shaky voice.

"Yes, of course." They answered quickly.

Before they were about to leave, Bella walked over to Will and put her arm on his shoulder.

"Will you be ok? If you want you can come with us with the boat."

"No, it's fine." He said. "I'll just wait for you here."

Bella nodded and left with the girls leaving Will all alone.

He was so upset. If anything he loved Rikki too much and he didn't want to let her go.

{ * }

They reached the moon pool for a several seconds. The girls stood in the water next to each other, tied in a hug. Then they let go and looked around the place.

"I'll miss this place." Rikki said softly.

"The moon pool used to be our place. Our thing. But without you…it'll never be the same again. It'll feel…empty." Cleo said and two tears rolled down her cheeks.

"Don't talk like that. You two are of the strongest people I know. You'll get through this. You'll carry on with your life. Because a mermaid always has her ways to make herself feel better. Swimming, shopping and stuff like that. And then before you know it, I'll be back!" Rikki said with a soft voice and she smiled to cheer them up then she hugged them again.

"Are you going to tell Zane?" Bella asked.

"No. Why should I?" Rikki said looking at her.

Bella only shook her head helplessly meaning "_I don't know_". Rikki sighed quietly to herself.

"I've got to go home, to pack my suitcase, I'll meet you here later." Rikki said and she hugged the girls before leaving the place.

The other two just stared sadly at the small waves left by her.

"We can make a _Goodbye_ Party for Rikki here!" Cleo said after being silent for a while.

"Great idea." Bella said with a smile and Cleo tried to smile back at her.

"I'll tell Lewis and you tell Will. Me and Lewis will make up the place and pick up the music and you can pick up the food." Cleo said again.

But even the idea of a party couldn't take her mind off Rikki's leaving. She realized she couldn't hold the tears and the pain to herself anymore.

"I'm going to miss her so much!" She said and burst into tears.

Bella hugged her, trying to show her comfort, but she started crying too.

It felt so wrong and painful. Their best friend going away. Their triade broken.


	2. Chapter 2: Maintain the Lie

**Chapter 2: Maintain the lie**

Rikki got out of the water, dried herself and walked to her house.

It didn't took her much to pack her stuff, and in an hour or something, her luggage was ready. She sighed and looked around. She was going to miss her room, her home, everything.

She went to the backyard and with a cup of lemonade in her hand, she just stood there and stared at the sea.

She remembered all the great times she had with Cleo, Emma and Bella, how she liked to annoy Lewis and Zane, and cherished Will like a big brother. Then she smiled. She loved all of them so much. Even Zane. Even after what he did she couldn't hate him. Maybe she wasn't in love with him anymore, but she still cared a lot for him even only as a friend.

She was about to come inside when she felt dizziness, she barely could stand on her feet, so she sat on the nearest chair. "_What's happening to me?_", she asked herself, but after a few seconds the dizziness disappeared and after a few more seconds she had completely forgotten about it.

She looked at her watch, it was time to go back to the girls. She said "Bye" to her dad, ran to the ocean and disappeared into the water. When she arrived at the moon pool, the girls were still not there, so she got out and dried herself.

She started walking around remembering how she became a mermaid with her best friends. It was the most amazing adventure in her whole life. Then she remembered when she first met Bella, then Will and a little smile of happiness appeared on her face. So many happy memories.

Her phone suddenly phone rang. She took it out of her pocket and looked on the screen. There was a picture of a blonde man, standing on the edge of the moon pool, ready to jump in. She picked up with smile.

"Hi, Will, what's up?"

"Rikki, would you come over to my place? I need to talk to you." He said in a serious tone.

"Ok, I'll be there in a few minuites." She said and hung up.

She jumped in the water and headed straight over to his place. When she reached there and came in, she saw Will staring out of the window. He looked at her and gave her a little smile.

"Come, sit here." He gently took her arm and walked her to the sofa.

He took a deep breath and looked straight in her blue eyes. Now or _never_.

"Rikki, I've been wanting to tell you this before, but I just…couldn't. But now you're leaving and I can't let you go before I tell you this." He was still holding her hand in his own.

"Tell me what?" She asked full with suspiciousness.

Something serious was going on and she could sense that.

"I…I love you." He said and just looked at her observing her reaction.

He thought she would pull her hand away from his, but she didn't. She just sat there speechless watching him in the eyes.

"Please, say something." He said.

"I-" She didn't know what to say. "How-how did this happen? I mean-you were crazy about Bella-"

"No, that was a lie. I _was_ crazy and _am_ crazy about you, not her. But I couldn't hurt her by telling her the truth, could I? I mean, I thought it was the right thing to do." He held her hand tighter to give her comfort.

She just couldn't believe what she was hearing. Even worse, she realized she also felt something about him. Something strong. But she knew that was wrong. She couldn't hurt her best friend and betray her like this.

"Look, Will, I-I appreciate that you told me the truth, but we can't do that to Bella. _You_ can't do that to her."

"We?" He repeated. "Does this mean that you-"

"I don't know." She said. "But we'll have to maintain the lie. We'll carry on with our lives. It'll not be very hard to do that. I mean I'm going to England, and maybe this will help you forget me." She said and tried to pull her hand, but he didn't let go.

"I could never forget you. I'll always love you." He said and he realized that he wanted to do something.

He wanted to do it _now_, because he just couldn't wait anymore. He leaned towards her and his lips touched hers, but she pulled away immediately running off the sofa.

"Please don't." She said, her voice shaking.

He walked over to her but she opened the door, ran off to the water and quickly disappeared in it.

Will came back inside thinking about what had happened. He felt so relieved that he finally told her the truth about his feelings. Even more so, he felt happy that she almost admitted she had feelings for him too.

She had asked him to maintain the lie and he didn't complain. He'd do everything she'd asked him, everything. Even though he had to continue pretending that he loved Bella, he didn't mind.

Because the girl that owned the key to his heart, knew the truth. That was all he wanted. Now it was all up to her.


	3. Chapter 3: Final party, final goodbye

**Chapter 3: Final party, final goodbye**

That night Rikki couldn't sleep.

She was laying in her bed, her eyes closed, but she wasn't sleeping. She was thinking about what Will had told her earlier. She turned to one side, opened her eyes and looked through the window.

The stars were shining brightly. The night sky was so beautiful.

She closed her eyes again, trying to escape from her thoughts. She felt the start of a darkness coming after her. Darkness that seemed so familiar. It covered her like a blanket and she felt falling deeper and deeper.

Suddenly her alarm clock turned on.

She lazily turned it off and opened her eyes. The sky was blue and the sun was shining brightly. She clumsily got out of the bed.

She had to meet the girls in an hour at the moon pool. Then she remembered last night.

She went to the bathroom and looked herself in the mirror. She was so confused. Having had no idea how she felt anymore, she had no clue what to do. All she knew was that she loved Bella like her sister and couldn't and wouldn't betray her.

In a way, she was glad that she was going to England. That way she'd have a chance to stay alone with her feelings and figure out what to do.

She washed her teeth, dressed up and walked out of the trailer to the nearest water. She dived in and headed straight to the moon pool. But when she surfaced she thought that she had mistaken the place.

It was full with colorful balloons, at the floor there were two or three big pillows, at the left corner there was a CD player, and on the right there was a netbook with a projector next to it. The walls were covered with big deep blue curtains. Then all of them – Cleo, Bella, Lewis and Will showed up from behind the entrance and shouted cheerfully "_Surprise_"!

Rikki was speechless.

"Guys, this is-I don't know what to say-it's amazing!" She gave them a big smile.

Lewis and Will pulled her gently out of the water and she dried herself off. Then she jumped on her feet and hugged them all.

"Thank you for everything, I love what you've done with the place!" She exclaimed and small tears of happiness filled her eyes and the eyes of the other girls.

The group tied in a hug again. That day was only for them.

Will turned on the music and all of them started dancing. Then when they got tired, Lewis turned the netbook and the projector on and they all sat on the pillows holding each other's hands and facing the wall upon the moon pool. He had made a slideshow of all their pictures. They all watched in silence, with tears rolling down their cheeks. During the slideshow, there was a soft music for background – a song called "_You Are My Life_". When the slide show finished they all stood up and tied in a hug again.

Rikki looked at her watch.

"I have to go. It's time." She said looking at their faces. "I will miss you so much!"

She hugged each and every one of them.

"We'll come to the airport." Cleo said through tears.

Rikki nodded with a small smile. Then she turned around and jumped in the moon pool, disappearing in the water. Cleo and Bella followed her, while the boys rushed to the other entrance and to Will's boat. That was it and they all knew it. She was leaving.

{ * }

She was already at the airport with her father when they arrived.

They all hugged her again and told her how much they'd all miss her. Then she started crying too, which was unusual, because they all knew that Rikki Chadwick never cried.

But now she did.

It was so painful that she felt only the tears will make her feel better. They all were crying too. It was such a heartbreaking scene, that all the people around them started sobbing quietly, looking at the group with sad faces, but also with a smile, because they were touched of the love and the friendship in the scene before them.

Rikki as the first to come to her senses again. She qucklly wiped her eyes and joked, "We better stop crying, everyone's looking at us like we're kind of freaks."

The whole group laughed. It was good to know that there was still something funny they all could laugh about.

Then suddenly they all heard a familiar voice.

"Rikki, may I talk to you for a minuite?"

The voice really surprised them but not as much as it had surprised Rikki. She turned around to face the person who owned the voice.

"_Zane_?!"

He was looking at her with red, puffy eyes and that meant he had obviously cried. He was wearing her favourite black leather jacket of his, a white T-shirt and blue jeans. Zane was looking handsome as always.

"I really need to talk to you." He said.

"But I don't." She said and he was surprised now cold her voice has become. "Don't waste your time trying to convince me to stay. It's not worth it. I'm going to England and that's it."

Rikki didn't want to sound so harsh, but she was afraid if he'd ask her to stay she wouldn't resist. She turned around to face her friends, but the next thing Zane said surprised her so much that she truned around to him again.

"I wasn't going to make you stay. I think you should go." He looked her straight in the eyes.

Deep in his eyes, tears started to form.

"All I ever wanted was to make you happy. I made many mistakes along the way and I know how much I hurt you more than once. But I loved you and I will always love you. That's the honest truth. I want you to be happy, because you deserve it. And if that means going in England then go. I have no intention to stop you. And I have no intention to ask you to come back to me. Whatever you do, wherever you go, just be happy. And please, remember me."

A tear rolled down his cheek but he quickly wiped it away.

The group was staring at him with amusement and admiration on their faces.

Rikki ran to Zane and hugged him tight.

"I can never forget you." She said in his ear. "Thank you for those beautiful words. It means really a lot to me to hear them."

And she kissed him on the cheek. But when she started pulling away he touched her lips with his. The stood like that for a few seconds when he pulled back.

"That was my final kiss. A kiss for goodbye." He truned around, walking away and leaving Rikki with small tears streaming down her cheeks.

It was hard for both of them to say goodbye. Even though Rikki broke up with him, her heart was still bleeding. Cleo and Bella slowly walked over to her and hugged her tight.

They heard a loud voice who announced it was time for the passengers on Rikki's flight to go the plane. The group tied in a hug for one last time.

Then Rikki followed her father through the door in front of them and disappeared behind it.

"This is it." Cleo said and started crying. "She's really gone."

Lewis hugged her while she was crying havier. Bella started crying too and Will with tears on his cheeks hugged her.

They just stood there like that. Cleo, Lewis, Bella and Will were all gonna miss Rikki so much.

But they didn't knew what was about to happen. The didn't know how much they'd have to go through and how much their lives will change maybe forever.


	4. Chapter 4: Beginning of Darkness

**Chapter 4: Beginning of Darkness**

Rikki and her dad got on the board of the plane.

They easily found their seats and put on their seatbelts.

Rikki's cheeks were still wet from her tears. She was thinking of her friends and most of all she was thinking about what Zane had told her. She definitely saw a change in him.

The plane blasted off.

_This is it_, Rikki thought watching through the small window.

The plane hadn't even flew for fifteen minutes when Rikki felt that everything was starting to shake.

"Everything's alright. Don't panic." One of the air hostess said. "It's just a small turbulence."

But it didn't seem like it.

Rikki could feel the plane falling down with high speed. All the drinks of the passengers, flew around. Rikki was watching in terror. "_The bathroom_", she thought and quickly stood up from her seat, running to the bathroom and locking herself in.

At least there she was safe from the drinks. The bathroom also had a window and she peeked through it. Now she could definitely tell that the plane was falling with enormous speed.

To the ocean.

She could see the water coming closer and closer. "_Oh, no_." She thought, but she knew there was nothing she could do about it.

Then she saw a little bit of land through the upper corner of the window. The plane was coming closer to the water with every second. She watched in terror. Then she suddenly remembered. '_Dad_' She whispered and turned around to reach the door, but it was too late.

A big impact followed. Rikki was thrown to the other side of the bathroom, where she hit her head roughly on the sink and fell down, blood streaming down the right side of her face. Another big stroke happened and she was thrown out of the window to the surface of the water. The plane was sinking fast.

{ * }

Cleo, Bella, Lewis and Will had just gone to Cleo's place.

Cleo opened the door of her house to let her friends in.

They saw her dad was watching sports on the tv when suddenly a _Breaking News_ report popped up on the screen.

_"An incident happened with one of the planes of the Australia airlines. It crashed down before a couple of minuites. Location unknown. The flight was AU3469. We have no information about the crew or the passengers"_.

The group stood frozen in the vestibule. They all were white as sheet.

Tears were rolling down Bella's face. Lewis was standing with his face frozen in a complete shock. The pain on Will's face was only a fade image of what he was feeling inside his chest. Cleo whispered quietly "_Rikki_" through her tears and collapsed on the floor.

Lewis lifted her in his arms and the group went upstairs to Cleo's room.

Once inside Lewis genly put Cleo on her bed. She had opened her eyes and tears were running down her cheeks.

She was shaking and so was Lewis. And Bella. And Will. They just couldn't believe it. After a couple of minutes in silence Cleo was the first to speak in shaking voice.

"Do you think she-" But she was afraid to ask the question. She just couldn't.

Lewis, Bella and Will looked at her.

"Cleo-" Lewis started to say quietly, but Cleo stopped him.

"She HAS to be alive!" She said and bursted into tears.

Lewis hugged Cleo, tears falling from his eyes now too. Bella and Will slowly sat down on the beed next to them and they all hugged each other.

"I'm sure she's ok." Bella said quietly and the others nodded.

All they could do was to wait for more news about the crash and keep their hopes up no matter how hard that was.

The all stayed at Cleo's house that night, sitting in front of the TV and waiting for news.

Lewis and Cleo were sitting on the sofa at Cleo's living room. Cleo's head was rested on Lewis' lap while warm tears continued to fall down. Bella and Will were sitting on the other sofa opposite them. Bella was in Will's arms, her head resting on his shoulder and she was crying quietly.

The night was moving slowly with no news at all.

The clock was showing 2.00 am when the could barely hold their eyes open anymore. Cleo and Bella were the first to fall asleep. A few minutes later Lewis also fell asleep. After about an hour or so Will was also sound asleep.

But the group didn't sleep well that night. They all had the same nightmare that night.

_"A plane was falling down fast; one girl with a blond, curly hair was looking with a scared face through one of the small windows on the plane. The image was zooming in at her face. She was frightened and very pale. The plane hit the water and the girl was thrown at the sink in the bathroom hitting her head heavily and she fell down unconscious. With the next stroke her lifeless body was roughly thrown through the window."_

"_Rikki_!" The whole group screamed and they opened their eyes. They all sighed in relief. It was a nightmare. Only a nightmare. They looked at each other with pain on their faces.

Bella was the first to break the silence.

"We all had the same nightmare, didn't we?"

The others nodded with pale faces and tears in the back of their eyes.

The image of Rikki's lifeless body was in front of everyone's eyes. They all stood there in silence for a few seconds when they realized it was already 7.00 am. That's when the second "Breaking News" report appeared on the TV screen.

_"The place where flight AU3469 has been crushed was localized. The plane had fallen near Sumba Island in Indonesia. To this very moment no survivors were found. The rescue teams will continue their search for any possible survivours"_.

They all were frozen in their places. Cleo shook her haid "_No_" and bursted into tears. Bella buried her face in her hands crying. Tears were rolling down Will and Lewis' faces. They couldn't believe it.

She had to be alive. She had to be. They didn't know any person stronger than her. Rikki Chadwick couldn't be dead.


	5. Chapter 5: Homecoming

**Chapter 5: Homecoming**

They all stood there for a couple of minutes, when Cleo grabbed her phone and dialed a number.

"Cleo, hi!" They heard a voice coming from the other end of the line.

"Em, something happened." Cleo said still crying.

Emma froze hearing her friend's sobbing.

"What is it, Cleo?"

"Em, it's Rikki." She took a deep breath to calm herself down. "There's been an accident with her plane. She was meant to fly to London with her dad, but the plane crashed and-" Cleo burst into tears again. "On the news they said there were no survivors found to this moment."

Emma also bursted into tears. It couldn't be. All the memories suddenly floated right before her eyes. The constant races with Rikki, the arguments they often used to have, everything.

"Cleo, listen, I'll take the first possible flight today. I'm coming home." She stated confidently.

"Ok, Em. I'll be waiting for you and I'll keep you updated if something comes up." And Cleo hung up the phone.

The brunette threw herself in Lewis' arms and bursted in to tears.

The group stood silent for a few minutes when Will suddenly broke the tense silence.

"We have to go search for Rikki. I don't believe she's dead, besides we don't know what had happened out there. If the plane had crushed in the water she might've swam away."

"You're right." Lewis nodded in agreement. "We can't just sit here and do nothing."

"I think it's better for us to be in two groups. Bella and Cleo will go search in the water, while Lewis and I search the land." Will added.

"Sounds like a plan to me." Lewis nodded quickly. "What's more, when Emma comes back she can join the girls and that way we can cover as much area as we can. And-" He hesitated for a moment. "I think we should call Zane."

He hadn't even finished the last sentence when someone knocked the door.

"I'll get it." Cleo said and went to see who it was, wiping her eyes with the back of her hands.

She opened the door and after a quick grimace of shock ran through her face seeing the person who was standing at the door, she moved to let him in.

"Come in."

Zane came rushing through the door.

"What was the number of her flight? Please, I need to know."

But their tears answered his question.

His felt his whole world crushing down. He could barely stand on his feet. Lewis who was closest to Zane noticed that and helped him to sit down on the couch next to them.

Tears started running down Zane's face. He buried his face in his hands whispering "_No, no, no_" quietly to himself. Cleo sat next to Bella and put her arm on his shoulder to show him support.

"Zane, before you came here, we were discussing whether we should go and search for her. If there's even a smallest chance for her to be alive." Lewis said quietly. "Would you join us?"

Zane nodded and he picked up his head to look at the other boy.

"Do you know where to start from?"

They all shook their heads. They had no idea. That's when Bella suddenly spoke up.

"Why don't we start with Mako? If the plane had crushed in the water and she had swam away, it's more than possible for her to be there. Even if she's not, we would've at least checked the place."

The others nodded in agreement, knowing she was right. Without wasting time they went to Will's place.

The boys took Will's boat and the girls dived in the water, heading straight to Mako and to the moon pool.

But Rikki wasn't there.

The place was still the same as it had been for the party. Tears started running down Cleo and Bella's faces and they hugged each other.

"It'll be ok." Bella said quietly. "We'll get through this."

They continued they searh in the water, but Rikki was missing without a trace. The boys were searching the island, but found nothing. No trace of her.

Their next destination was the island where the plane crushed, but they knew it was way too risky for the girls to swim there. Diving teams were searching the water, and they could easily bump in to them.

But they knew they had no choice.

Will as a professional diver joined the team of the divers, so that he could help them and keep an eye on the girls, just in case. Lewis and Zane joined the teams that were searching the island.

The search lasted hours, but with no result at all.

Bella and Cleo couldn't come near the sank plane, but they tried to stick to the closest area around it. Then suddenly something caught Bella's eye. Something was shining on the ocean floor. She pointed it to Cleo and the two quickly swam down to it. When they neared it Cleo covered her mouth with her hand.

The thing that was glimmering was a beautiful crystal necklace, like the ones hanging from their necks. Bella quickly grabbed it and pointed up to Cleo.

They swam to the surface and even though Cleo's face was wet from the water it was easy to notice the tears running down her cheeks.

"That's not a good sign." She said sobbing.

The two hurried to the island. They had to tell the boys.

On the island Will had joined Lewis and Zane and now the three were quietly walking through the island to the place they had to meet the girls.

Will was looking at his right side when something caught his attention. Blood. Small drops of blood which were leading to a side of the island no one had searched yet. He decided to follow them.

"Will?" Lewis called after him but he didn't answer.

When he and Zane noticed the drops of blood too, they both followed him.

Will followed the drops to an entrance of a big cave and he suddenly froze. There at the entrance of the cave the drops were bigger and bigger. In the middle of one of the drops something golden was sparkling in the sunlight. He kneeled down and picked it up in his hand. It looked like a scale of fish, but much bigger. "_Rikki!_" he thought and looked further inside the cave.

"Hello?" He said, but nobody answered. "Anybody?"

But the cave was empty. Will turned to face Lewis and Zane.

"She was here. I found this." And he showed them the scale.

Lewis was in shock. Tears filled Zane's eyes. Will took the scale with him and they looked inside the cave when something caught their eye. There was something written on a small stone in the end of the cave. The world "_Help_". It was written with…

"Blood." Lewis said his eyes wide open, analyzing the stone. "Do you think it's _hers_?"

In the back of Will's eyes tears started to form. Zane was shaking.

Lewis slowly took out his phone and made a photo of the stone. Then they all decided to get back to tell the girls. It took them only a couple of minutes to walk in silence when they reached the place where they should meet them.

When Cleo saw them coming she was the first to speak.

"We found something."

"So did we." Lewis said. "But you tell us first."

"We found this." Bella said and showed them the crystal necklace. "Rikki's necklace."

Zane put his hand on his mouth. Lewis and Will were staring at shock.

"And we found little drops of blood. We followed them to a big cave where they were bigger, way bigger. In one of the drops we found-" And Will got it out of his pocket. "-this." He opened the palm of his hand to show them the scale but in the warmth of his pocket it had dried and now it was just a piece of skin. "It was a golden scale, but it seems the warmth of make pocket dried it off."

"We also found something else." Lewis added and took out his phone to show them the photo of the stone. "We think that's her blood." He finished.

Cleo ran to him and hugged him bursting into tears. Bella fell on her knees crying and Will came to her and hugged her. Zane's eyes were full of tears while he was just staring out at the ocean.

They just stood there for about a couple of minutes when Lewis broke the silence.

"Let's go home now. We can come back tomorrow."

Everyone nodded and they slowly walked back to Will's boat.

It was big enough, so the girls also climbed in too tired to swim back all the way. After about an hour they were at Cleo's. They were all sitting on the couch. Cleo's dad made hot chocolate for all of them.

"Thanks, dad." Cleo said quietly, taking the cup from her father's hand.

Something came up to Lewis' mind.

"Mr. Sertori, you know these waters better than anyone else. Do you think that you can help us figure out where exactly to go and search for Rikki?" He asked.

"I'll be glad to help. I will go and take all the maps of these waters I have, as well as some helpful literature. I'll need a little time, but I'll work through the accident and where the plane sank, so that I can figure out a search area." Cleo's dad smiled to them and went upstairs.

Then someone rang at the door. Cleo went to see who it was. When she opened the door she threw herself in the embrace of the person on the other side of the door. Then they both came in.

Emma had come back. Along with another person.

"Hi, Ash." Cleo said and gave him a hug too. Then she turned to the Bella and Will.

"Bella, Will this is Emma. She became a mermaid with me and -" She couldn't finish the sentence, but they understood and nodded quietly. "And this is Ash, her boyfriend. Emma, Ash this is Bella, she's also a mermaid, and this is Will – her boyfriend."

The two couples nodded silently to each another.

Lewis also gave a hug to Emma and Ash. Emma truned to look at Cleo.

"I want to know everything."

Cleo nodded silently, took Emma's arms and walked her to the sofa.

Word by word she told her everything. And she showed her what they had found. The brunette also told her about the nightmare they all have had. It turned out that Emma, Ash and Zane had also had the same nightmare. Both Emma and Cleo ended up crying and hugging each other.

"We've _got_ to find her. She's obviously alive. Tomorrow we'll go search for her again, first thing in the morning.""Emma stated.

Bella walked over to where they were sitting on the couch and they all hugged each other.

The next hours the group just sat there in silence some with tears running down their faces, others in a complete shock, trying to assimilate what's happening.

They all had a long day after all.

The girls had found the locket of their best friend and the boys had found drops of her blood. Not to mention the world "_Help_" written on that stone.

It was too much for them to handle, but at least it was a sign that Rikki was still alive. What's more, now Emma and Ash had come back home. And they all were not going to give up until they find Rikki.

They loved her so much that deep down in their hearts they all thought the same thing - Rikki Chadwick was a survivor. She had to have survived. And they were going to find her.
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**Chapter 6: Unexpected disclosure**

The whole group had been searching tirelessly for over a week but it seemed like Rikki had sunk out of sight.

It was late Saturday evening, almost 23.00 pm. The boys decided to go to Will's place, to think about another strategy for their search. The girls went for a swim to the moon pool.

They were just lying in the water and all the memories they have had there with Rikki were floating right before their eyes.

They remembered the constant races with her, the way she used to tease them, her smile, her laughter, her blue eyes that were shining like diamonds, her curly blond hair, everything. They all loved her and missed her so much.

"I can't believe there is still no trace about her." Bella said.

"Yeah, I thought there is no way we couldn't find her in a day or two. But now I don't know what to think anymore." Emma added.

"This is driving me crazy." Cleo said. "I still can't believe all this time we spent searching for her was for nothing. Where the hell is she? What happened to her?"

Tears started running down her face. Emma and Bella hugged her.

"We'll find her, Cleo. I'm sure of it." Bella tried to cheer her up and gave her a little smile.

"So, we'll catch up with the boys tomorrow 7.30 am at "Rikki's", right?" Emma asked.

Cleo and Bella nodded and they hugged each other. Then they slowly swam away.

The group had a tough night again.

No one could actually sleep since Rikki disappeared. Or if they eventually fell asleep they had always the same nightmare of the falling plane. They even began to think this mess would never be over.

At the morning they all went to the café and sat on one of the big tables next to the bar. Zane made drinks for everyone and once he was done he sat down between Lewis and Will. What's more Will and Zane miraculously had become very friendly to each other lately.

They all were drinking in silence for almost fifteen minutes when the noise of someone entering the café attracted their attention. They turned their faces to the door and immediately froze on their places. They couldn't believe it.

Lewis dropped his glass. Zane looked like he was going to pass out at any moment. Will looked like someone had slapped him through the face. Ash looked shaken. The girls' faces were expressing an unutterable shock.

Could that be?

A girl was standing right in front of them. A girl with light blue eyes and blond curly hair. She looked upset, but still her eyes were shining. Her curly hair was granted softly on her shoulders.

They all couldn't help themselves but yell simultaneously.

"_Rikki_?"

The girl seemed a bit shocked from their scream, but she confidently walked over to them. Whatever they expected her to say though, it wasn't what she did say.

"You know my twin sister?"

The group looked at themselves like they were going to pass out any moment now.

"Your twin sister? Rikki is your twin?" Lewis was the one who actually barely managed to say something.

"Yes. When I heard about the accident she and our dad had had I took the first flight from London. So, anyway, you knew my twin sister, is that right?"

Lewis nodded, too shocked to say anything. Zane was staring at the girl his eyes wide open. He couldn't believe it. And didn't believe it.

"Is this some kind of a bad joke Rikki?" He managed to say. "Don't lie to us. We know it's you. You don't have a twin sister."

The girl shook her head and tried desperately to convince them she really was Rikki's twin.

"I think there's a way for to check out if you're telling us the truth." Lewis said.

After he exchanged looks with the others he picked up one of the glasses on the table full with water then he took the girl's hand and poured it all over. They waited 10 seconds, but nothing happened. Everyone was stunned. Zane was speechless. He just couldn't assume it.

"So you really are telling us the truth." Emma said.

The girl nodded with a worried expression on her face.

"Please, tell me what you know about my twin sister. I know that my dad's dead, because they called to tell me, but I need to know what happened to my sister. No one says anything about her. You're the first ones to call me with her name and recognize me as her so obviously you're close to her and know what might've happened to her." Tears filled the curly blond's eyes.

"We'll talk, but not here. We need to go somewhere private. Let's go to Mako." Cleo suggested.

Everyone nodded except the girl who knew nothing about Mako.

"Ok." Lewis said. "Zane, Will, Ash and I will go with-" He turned around to the girl.

"Oh, I'm sorry, I didn't tell you my name. I'm Bridget." She said.

The group also introduced itself to Bridget.

"So, Zane, Will, Ash and I will go with Bridget and we'll take my boat. We'll meet you guys at the moon pool." He said to the girls and kissed Cleo quickly.

Then they all walked out of the café followed by Bridget. Zane was looking at her the whole time. How was this even possible?

They reached Lewis' boat and quickly got in. Bridget was sitting between Will and Zane. Will also couldn't stop staring at her.

When they arrived at the moon pool, the girls were already there, dry, and waiting for them. Bridget looked around the place curiously. Nobody had had the time to clean it up after the party, so it looked like the party had just been over.

"Wow." Was all she could say in awe.

She noticed the notebook and the projector. Before someone could stop her, she walked over and pressed the "_Play_" button. The slideshow that Lewis had made for the party turned on.

The first picture was of Rikki, Cleo and Bella, smiling at the entrance of "Rikki's". Bridget looked closely at her sister's face and tears filled her eyes. She had heard that they were twins, but she could never imagine how beautiful her sister was. More beautiful she ever could dream to be.

"She looks so beautiful." Bridget said, her voice full of sadness.

"Yes, she does." Zane said. "Actually she's a lot more than just beautiful."

His voice got Bridget out of the trance she was in while looking at Rikki. She turned to face them all.

"You wanted to go somewhere private, now talk. Do you know what happened to her or not?"

"Look, Bridget, if you're asking us about the accident, we don't know anything much. We only know that she wasn't amongst the victims, like your father. We also know that it is claimed that there are no survivors found to this moment. But we all believe she's alive. We've searched a whole week for Rikki, day and night, but there's no trace of her for now." Cleo told her gently. "And we have no idea where she could be."

"Then we'll keep searching until we find her." Bridget said.

They all nodded.

"Before we go, there's something else you should know." Lewis said and looked at the other girls. "Should we tell her?"

"I don't think it's a good idea." Emma responded quickly, but Cleo and Bella both shrugged saying that it's not a problem for them.

"Ok, then." Lewis said and walked over to the netbook looking at Bridget. "You should know that Rikki was not an ordinary girl. She and the girls have a secret. A big and very special secret. So before I tell you anything else, you've got to promise not to tell anyone what you're going to hear next."

"Of course I promise. I'd never do something against my sister. I love her, even though I don't know her."

"Fine." Lewis nodded. "So, the secret the girls share is that they are", and he opened the next picture of the slideshow showing Cleo, Emma and Rikki in the moon pool. Bridget's eyes went wide open. "_Mermaids_." He finished and turned to observe her reaction.

"I can't believe this." She gasped. "I mean it's amazing!" She turned to the girls with a smile. "It must be so cool." She said. "To be able to hold your breath underwater and to swim anywhere you want."

The girls smiled back at her and nodded.

"Yes it's really cool." Bella said. "But that's still not everything. When we transformed we all got some special powers."

They all demonstrated her their powers. She was just looking in awe the water that rose up forming a ball, then turned into jelley and then froze.

"What is my sister's power?" She asked curiously.

"Rikki's power is to boil things, control fire and make lightening." Cleo answered.

"That must be awesome." Bridget said, smiling.

"Enough talk and demonstrations, guys. We've got to go and continue searching for her." Zane said impatiently.

"Zane's right." Will nodded. "When we find her, we'll have enough time for all of this."

"About that, I think we must search the island opposite Sumba. I know it sounds crazy, but the other island is not very far and she might be there." Lewis said.

The others nodded in agreement.

They had been searching the island for hours when they heard something. Somewhere behind them a twig cracked.

"Hello?" Will shouted swirling around in a flash. "Anybody there?" He got no response.

The group reached the top of the island that was a big high cliff. They climbed on it and looked around the island. Nothing. Then a thought came to Bridget's mind.

"Have you searched in the hospitals?"

"No." Lewis said turning to look at her. "Why would we search in the hospitals? According to the search teams and the news no survivors were found. She can't be in a hospital."

"Someone else might've found her and brought her to the hospital. I think we should go there and check. It's worth a try." Bridget said.

"Bridget's got a point." Bella nodded. "We should give it a try."

"Ok, but it's almost 21.00 pm now anyway. It's time to go back." Lewis said and the group went back to his boat.

When they reached it Will turned to the girls.

"We'll meet in front of the hospital."

They nodded and dived in the water. Bridget watched them as they dived in.

"That's so amazing." She said.

"Yeah, it is." Lewis smiled. "You should see them with Rikki though. They're inseparable. They're making races underwater, they're having their little fights with their powers. It's like they're one person divided into four. They're amazing. And Rikki likes to play the leader sometimes. She loves these three girls more than anything. She'd give her life for them, and they'd do the same for her."

Tears filled Bridget's eyes.

"What is it?" All the boys asked in union.

"Nothing." She said.

"Come on, you can tell us." Will said.

"It's just, I'm scared of her reaction when she finds out about me. What if she doesn't like me? What if hates me?"

"Unfortunately I'd have to tell you that you should be worried. Rikki is the most amazing and most loyal person I've known. But she trusts no one." Zane said shaking his head. "Take me for example. We've been a couple since almost two years and a half, but she still doesn't trust me enough. That's why she broke up with me. I am also to blame for her not having trust in me, but she just doesn't like people. And she has some pretty good reasons. After your mom left her and her dad alone, she had to cope with everything all alone. Of course she had a father who loved her more than everything, but it wasn't enough. Life on itself made her what she is: a true survivor. She's the strongest person I've ever known. But fact is she doesn't like people and doesn't trust them." He finished.

A few tears rolled down Bridget's cheeks. Will put his hand around her to give her some comfort.

"It's ok." He said quietly, rubbing her back gently. "Everything's going to be fine."

They came back to the city and searched at all the hospitals, but Rikki wasn't there.

The same night the group couldn't sleep again. They had another nightmare. Everyone except Bridget.

_Rikki was standing at the moon pool facing all of them and suddenly she shouted "Traitors" in their faces. Then she just turned around, dived in the moon pool and disappeared leaving only small waves after her. _

They all woke up sweaty and shaking up.

What was this all about? Why would she call them "traitors"? Did they do wrong when they accepted Bridget and told her everything?

Ever since Rikki had disappeared their lives became hell.

What they didn't know was that this hell was eventually was going to end much sooner than they all expected.
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On the other morning they all met at "Rikki's" at 7.30 am again.

Except for Bridget. She had told them she'd come at 8.00.

They were drinking their shakes when Emma suddenly spoke up.

"I think we made a mistake. We shouldn't have let Bridget in. We shouldn't have told her everything. It doesn't feel right."

"She's Rikki's twin." Bella said. "We didn't have a choice."

"It's not a coincidence that we all had the same nightmare of Rikki shouting "traitors" at our faces." Emma reasoned. "When she finds out about Bridget it might get ugly. Rikki will hate her. She'll never forgive us for telling Bridget everything. She'll hate us too. And I don't know about you, but I can handle anything but Rikki's hate."

Everyone looked and Emma. They knew she was right, but what was done, was done.

"I agree with you." Zane said to Emma surprising everyone. "I also think we made a mistake."

But before he could say something else, his phone rang. He picked up. Someone on the other end of the line asked him if he was Zane Benett and he confirmed. Whatever the other person told him next, Zane became as white as sheet.

"Zane? Are you ok?" Lewis asked, but he didn't answer.

He jumped off his seat and said to the person on the phone, "I'll be there in a few minuites." And he hung up.

Everyone were staring at him with worried faces.

"What's going on?" Bella asked.

"It's Rikki." She said and they all stood up from their seats. "She's been found and she'sbeen brought in a hospital."

Without him having to say anything else they all ran out of the café. They took Zane's car and went to the hospital.

"Where is Rikki Chadiwck?" Zane asked the receptionist.

" Room 307." Was the answer.

They all hurried at the direction of her room when they saw a doctor coming out. He was surprised to see them.

"How is she?" Zane asked.

"As you know, Miss Chadwick had suffered a severe accident. She had a massive blood loss, several broken ribs, a concussion, and she had hurt her spine very badly. She was brought to the hospital in a deep coma. We did all we could to help her. Now we can only wait."

The girls burst into tears. Will and Zane were shaking and tears were running down their cheeks. Lewis and Ash were in complete shock.

After the doctor's permission they all pushed the door and came in her room.

When they saw her they thought they would faint.

Tubes with various size were inserted in her body, in order to keep her alive. She was very pale. Her face and the parts of her body that could be seen were covered with scratches and dry blood. She looked like a doll that would break if you touch it.

They'd never imagine they'll ever see her so fragile. She was the strongest person they've ever known, and now she was lying there, having fight of life and death for her life.

Zane ran to her bed, sat on the chair next to it and took her hand in his, whispering beautiful things in her ear. The girls, who now could do nothing else but cry, came to the other side of her bed, sat on the other chairs and started fondling Rikki's arm and cheek speaking to her and just telling her how much they love her. Will sat on the chair opposite Rikki's bed, but before that he walked over to her and kissed her forehead. Lewis and Ash said on the chairs next to the door just watching at her. They were just watching Rikki and everyone else paralyzed.

* * *

><p><span>Rikki's POV:<span>

I saw my dearest friends coming into my room. But there was something weird. I was sitting on a cloud at the sky and was watching down to them. I could feel their touch and I could hear the beautiful things they were saying. I screamed and screamed to them desperately, but they couldn't hear me. Then suddenly I heard a voice next to me.

"Don't bother trying. They can't hear you."

I looked at my left. A boy with black hair and dark brown eyes was sitting next to me. He was wearing white clothes and…_a pair of wings_? Then I looked at myself. I was wearing a white top and a pair of light blue shorts. I didn't have scratches or anything and I was feeling…good. Actually I was feeling great, more than excellent. Then I turned to the boy again.

"Who are you?" I asked.

"My name's Darren."

"Are you…are you an angel?" I felt stupid asking that question, because I knew angels didn't exist. But before a couple of years I didn't believe in mermaids either.

"Yes." He nodded.

"What are you doing here?"

"I'm waiting for you to make your choice." He answered gently.

"Make my choice? What do you even mean?"

"I'm waiting for you to choose whether you want to come with me or stay with your friends." He said.

I looked down to my friends. I realized how much I loved all of them. The girls – Cleo, Emma and Bella were like my own sisters and the boys I loved and cherished like brothers. Except Will. Him I loved differently. Before I didn't understand what exactly I was feeling for him, but now I knew: it was _love_. I didn't want to go away from them. I loved them more than my own life and I knew I couldn't go. Then again, here I was, where there was no pain or sorrow.

I looked at Darren.

"I can't leave my friends. I care too much about them. I..I love them. I'm sorry." I said.

"Don't be." He said with a smile. "Not everyone has the chance to find so many wonderful friends like you. And not everyone has the strength to care so much for their friends. You're very special and very lucky person. Don't forget that." He said and we both stood up.

"When I grow old and it's time for me to go, I want you to be the one to come for me." I said to him with a smile. He smiled back.

"I promise." He said and he did something that surprised me; he kissed me on the cheek.

Then everything disappeared in a dense smoke and I felt like I was falling down.

* * *

><p><span>No POV<span>

Rikki slowly opened her eyes. Cleo was the first to notice.

"Rikki!" She screamed and a smile appeared on everyone's faces.

For the first time in a very long period they felt really happy. Because they all knew: the hell was already over.

* * *

><p><strong>You should know that I have many many ideas for this story, and I'll keep writing it until my inspiraion is over, but I want at least 10 reviews more, to post the next chapter. Thank you for the reading and the reviews. :)<br>**
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In the previous chapter:

_Rikki slowly opened her eyes. Cleo was the first to notice._

"_Rikki!" Cleo screamed and a smile appeared on everyone's faces. _

_For the first time in a very long time they felt happy. Because they all knew: the hell was already over._

* * *

><p>"Hey." Rikki quietly greeted everyone with a smile.<p>

She looked at all of them. Tears of relief were falling down from their eyes. Then she realized there's two people in the room, that she hadn't seen in a long time. She smiled.

"Em, Ash, you're back."

They nodded with a smile at her. Rikki caught Emma's hand.

"We missed you so much, Em!" She said.

Emma burst into tears and answered with a smile, "I missed you too!"

She leaned to give Rikki a little hug. Rikki tried to move her arms and return the hug, and she realized her whole body was aching like hell. When they released from the hug she quietly moaned.

"Rikki, are you ok?" They all asked concerned.

"Yeah, I'm ok. It's just…it hurts." She said a-matter-of-factly.

"Where?" Cleo asked, but before Rikki had the chance to answer a doctor came in.

"Who are you?" Rikki asked with a rude voice, becoming her usual self.

Everyone couldn't help but smile. Their Rikki was back.

"I'm your doctor." He said.

"I don't need a doctor. I want to go home." She quickly said and everyone stared at her.

"Whoa, whoa, whoa, you just woke up!" Will said.

"I don't care, I just I don't want to stay here any minute longer."

And she tried to seat in her bed, in order to get up, but neither her legs nor the whole bottom part of her body obeyed her. She tried to move her legs, but nothing happened.

"What's happening? What have you done to me?" She shouted to the doctor.

"Miss Chadwick, please calm down."

"No, tell me what's wrong with me?" And she brunt the doctor with her look.

"You've got to understand that…" He began, but she interrupted him again.

"Spill out!"

"Miss Chadwick, you…you're paralyzed." And all the eyes in the room were staring at him, except hers.

Rikki looked through the window.

"You've hurt your back very badly in the crash and you'll never be able to walk again."

Everyone looked at Rikki. She was looking through the window and almost everywhere else but at them. She turned to the doctor with a strange flame in her eyes.

"You're wrong." She said and everyone in the room trembled when they heard how cold her voice had become. "I WILL walk!" She grabbed the bottle of water off the little table next to her bed. She looked at the doctor. "Get out!" She said in cold voice.

When Will saw her grab the bottle he realized in a second what she wanted to do. He turned to the doctor.

"Please, leave us alone with her for a few minutes."

The doctor looked at him and walked out of the room without saying anything.

Before someone could stop her, Rikki opened the bottle and poured some water on her hand. Then she felt the change. She felt her body transforming. She tried to move her tail, but she couldn't. Then a thought occurred to her. She put her hand over her tale, curling her fingers into a fist, but her intention was not to dry herself. She was focusing on one place of her fin. She was making it hotter and hotter, but she didn't feel anything.

She had just burned herself and she didn't feel a_ thing_!

"Would you just leave me alone for a while?" She said to the group.

"Rikki.." Zane started, but she stopped him.

It's like it was just now when she realized he was there too.

"What are you doing here?" She said. "I broke up with you like 3 months ago. You shouldn't be here. Go away, you've got a café to manage." She said all that in a cold voice, pulling her hand out of his.

He was shocked. He'd never heard her voice so deadly cold and he'd never seen her so distant like that. Tears started forming deep in his eyes.

"If that's what you really want…" He said in a hurt voice. "…I'll go." He stood up and left the room quickly passing through Ash and Lewis.

Rikki truned her face to the others in the room.

"Please leave." She said, but her voice was no longer cold. It was shaking. "All of you."

Tears started running down Cleo, Bella and Emma's cheeks.

"Rikki, please..." Cleo started, but Rikki cut her off.

"Leave." She repeated again.

They were all hurt of what she'd asked them to do, but they had no choice. They left the room and sat on the chairs in the waiting room outside. Lewis hugged Cleo trying to comfort her. Ash and Emma sat next to Cleo and Lewis also tied in a hug. Will sat next to Bella, hugging her, but he looked kind of pissed off and soon he was standing on his feet walking back and forth. Then he suddenly spoke up.

"That's it. I know that news were really devastating for her, but I'm tired of watching her pretending to be the tough guy. Someone needs to say something!"

And before anyone could stop him, he rushed in to Rikki's room.

"Listen, what you just did was not an act of a tough guy, but an act of a cowder. We all love you and care about you. How could you just…" But he froze.

He realized little, warm tears were falling down Rikki's cheeks.

He ran to her bed, he gently sat next to her, and put her head on his chest, comforting her and gently fondled her cheek. That's when she finally realized she couldn't resist anymore and she burst into tears in his arms.

He realized that there was a change in her. She wasn't the tough guy anymore. Maybe, it was because of the news, maybe it was because of the incident, but deep down she was beginning to break.
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Will didn't know how much time exactly Rikki had cried, but too tired of the tears, she soon fell asleep. He gently put her head back on the pillow and kissed her forehead.

Then he quietly walked out of the room, going to the place where Bella was sitting.

"She was crying when I got in, but she's asleep now." He said. The others only nodded silently.

While they were waiting outside a thought came suddenly into Cleo's mind.

"Bridget! She doesn't know!"

And she quickly got out her phone and dialed Bridget's number. The conversation was very short.

"She'll be here in a few minuites." Cleo said.

"I don't think it was a good idea to call her. Rikki told _us_ to leave, can you imagine what she'd do when she sees Bridget?" Emma said.

"Still, Bridget's her twin sister." Bella said.

The all just stood there in silence for a couple of minutes when they saw a blond girl, running towards the place they were sitting. But when she got closer, they were stunned again by how much she looked like Rikki.

"Where is she?" Bridget asked.

"That's her room." Bella pointed.

"Be careful, she's asleep." Will said. "She had received a tough news today."

"What news?" Bridget said.

"Oh, right, you don't know." Emma said. "She's paralyzed. She may never be able to walk again."

"What?" Bridget said her eyes wide open. Tears filled her eyes.

She put her hand on the handle, took a deep breath and came in.

When she saw sister, lying there, she burst into tears. She slowly reached Rikki's bed and sat on the chair next to it. After hesitating for a moment, she took Rikki's hand in hers.

"I'm here, sis." She said crying quietly.

She stood there for hours, and finnaly her head leaned and she fell asleep in the chair, her head lying next to Rikki's hand. She didn't know how much she had slept, when she felt someone was jogging her and she woke up.

She raised her head, to face with one fully awake and angry Rikki.

"Who are you?" Rikki asked with a cold voice.

"I…I'm your sister." She said quietly.

"No, you're not! Stop lying and get out of my room!"

"Rikki, please…" Bridget said with tears in her eyes.

"Get OUT!" Rikki shouted the last word so loud, that Emma, Cleo, Bella and the boys all rushed into her room to see what's going on.

Bridget was looking at Rikki, crying.

"I said GET OUT!" Rikki shouted again.

Bridget ran out of the room bursting into tears. Rikki looked at her friends.

"What was that freak doing in my room?" She asked in cold voice.

"Rikki, she's your sister." Bella tried to say, but Rikki interrupted her.

"No, she's not! I've lived with my father since I can remember, and I DON'T have any brothers or sisters, do you hear me?!" She shouted that with voice full of coldness.

They looked at her with fear on their faces.

"Speaking of, where's my dad, why he hadn't come to see me, yet?" Rikki asked, her voice a bit warmer this time.

"Rikki, your dad…he…" Cleo started but she couldn't finnish.

"Spill it out, Cleo." Rikki said without any trace of coldness in her voice this time.

"You're the only survivor from the incident." Bella said quietly.

"No!, that's impossible." Rikki said her voice shaking. "You're lying." She said and a tear rolled down her cheeks.

She buried her face in her hands.

Cleo, Emma and Bella hurried to her bed to hug her, and give her a little comfort.

Rikki was crying in her hands. She couldn't believe it. Her father was the only family she ever had. He couldn't be gone. Somehow they all managed to calm her down and she fell asleep again.

They all waited outside the next few days, taking shifts from time to time, when someone wanted to go home and take a shower. Bridget never entered Rikki's room again. She was just sitting outside and occasionally stood up from time to time to look in Rikki's room through the small window.

After maybe two weeks when Rikki was discharged from the hospital her friends managed to talk her into their plan and they took her to Will's place. Bridget and even Zane were also part of the group that day. Zane hated the thought that Rikki would have to live with Will. He tried to convince the others and mostly Rikki that it should be himself she should be living with. They all disagreed. Now they were slowly walking along with Rikki in her wheelchair to Will's place.

_Flashback:_

"_We can't let Rikki go back in that empty house. It's full of memories of her and her father. Besides in her condition, she'll need a lot of help." Cleo said. "I wish she could come to my place, but there's not enough space."_

"_Yeah, that's my situation too." Emma said._

"_I've got an idea." Will said. "She can stay at my place for now. We can sell her house and search for a new one, where we all can stay sometimes if she needs us."_

"_That's very kind of you!" Bella said and gave him a kiss of gratitude._

_End of Flashback_

"Here we are." Will smiled at Rikki trying to cheer her up, but she was deep in her thoughts.

She was silent almost all the way to his place.

The group spend the rest of the day, in unsuccessful attempts to lift her spirit. She managed to fake a smile and a happy mood, but deep down, she was torn apart.

Finally the all went home, leaving Rikki and Will alone.

She was standing at the edge of the boatshed, watching down at the water. Will was sitting on one of the chairs behind her, watching her. He loved the opportunity to live with Rikki. He loved her so much and now he had the chance to help her, to be there for her, when she most needed it.

"Do you want to go in?" He asked so suddenly, that he pulled Rikki out of her thoughts and she looked at him her eyes wide open.

"Are you serious? You'll help me to go in the water?"

"Yes. Because I know that's what you want." He said with a smile.

She couldn't believe it. If it was someone else of her friends, they'd never let her in the water. But here was Will, suggesting himself to help her go in. She was so grateful to him.

He gently lifted her in his hands from her wheelchair and he jumped in the water holding her. When their heads rose on the surface, on Rikki's face there was a big smile of happiness.

"Thank you." She told him. "You have no idea how much this means to me."

"Trust me, I know." Will smiled back.

He made her happy, and that was all he wanted.

He held her hands tight. "Come on. Try to move your tail."

She tried and she moved it a little. She tried again. This time the movement was even bigger. The smile on her face was growing bigger and bigger.

Finnaly after an hour she felt too tired for another attempt and he took her in his arms, allowing her to rest in his embrace.

Will was looking at her. She was so beautiful. He loved the feeling of her warm body resting in his strong arms. He knew he couldn't resist anymore: he leaned his head and touched her lips with his, to melt down in the most magical kiss.
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**Chapter 10: What Could Possibly Go Wrong?**

When they released from the kiss Will realized Rikki was smiling. But he couldn't know how much she actually liked the kiss.

"Shell we get out now? We've been in the water for more than an hour?" He said.

"I've got a better idea. Why don't we go to Mako? I haven't been there since before the accident." She said playfully.

The truth was she really missed Mako and especially the moon pool.

"Ok." Will said. "We're going to Mako."

He gently put her in the boat and climbed up himself. She dried off both of them quickly and they headed straight towards Mako.

But they didn't know somebody was already there.

When they arrived Will took Rikki in his hands and started walking towards the entrance of the moon pool. While he was walking he had the feeling that someone's watching them. He turned around a couple of times but he could see nobody. Finally they reached the entrance.

They entered to the place where the moon pool was. Will gently the water, entered the water still holding Rikki tight in his embrace. When they touched the water, he gently let her just float on the surface.

She layed there with her eyes closed and making small semi-circles with her hands. A little smile appeared on her lips. The water was playfully twitching her hair. Will was watching her speechless. She was so beautiful that she was leaving him breathless. He layed down next to her looking up.

"I've missed this place." Rikki suddenly said. "It's so relaxing and…comfortable."

Looking at her smile Will couldn't help but smile too. He gently took her hand in his. She opened her eyes and looked at him.

"What are we doing?" She said, but it was like she wasn't asking a question but making a statement. "This is not right. We're gonna hurt Bella and that's the last thing I want to do."

"I know." He said. "I feel the same way. But I'm so tired of hiding. I love you, Rikki and I don't want to hide it anymore."

"Will, please…" She said, but he gently stopped her with a kiss.

She couldn't help, but kiss him back. When they let go, they were both smiling.

"Will, please, promise me that you won't tell Bella about your feelings. At least for now."

"If that's what you want, I promise I won't tell her anything."

"Thank you." She said.

With that, they returned to looking at the piece of sky that could be seen from the opening high above them. It was really beautiful.

They had spended there almost two hours when they decided to go home. But when Will reached his boat, with Rikki in his hands, they saw a piece of paper in it.

Will gently put Rikki in the boat, and they opened the note. It said only, _"I know what you're doing. It makes me sick. I'm gonna tell."_

"Someone knows about us." Rikki said looking at Will. "Someone saw us in the moon pool."

"So I hadn't imagine it." Will said quietly to himself, but Rikki heard him.

"What?"

"While I was carrying you to the moon pool I had a feeling like someone's watching us. I didn't see anyone, so I thought I'd imagined it. Obviously I didn't." He said.

"So what are we going to do now?" She asked.

Will looked at her. He knew exactly what they had to do. Deep down, Rikki knew it too.

"I have to talk to Bella." He responded. "Tomorrow morning."

"What? No, there's no way for this to happen. You can't do it. You promised, Will."

"Rikki someone obviously knows about us. That means Bella will eventually find out too. And I think she should hear it from me, not from some stalker." He said.

"There must be some other way. We can't hurt her like that. I'd prefer dying than cause pain to Bella, Cleo or Emma."

"I know. But we have no choice." Will said.

She knew he was right. She nodded quietly.

"So…tomorrow we're gonna tell her everything?"

"Tomorrow." He nodded.

They were silent on their way back to the boatshed. Rikki was thinking about tomorrow and Will was just thinking about her. When they finally arrived Will gently put her back into her wheelchair and he took her in. Then a thought occur to her mind.

"Would you make another necklace for me?" She asked him all of a sudden.

"What?" He realized that no one had told her they'd found her necklace.

"I lost it in the accident."

"That's ok." He said.

He walked over to one of the top shelves and took turned to her and said with a smile.

"The girls found it." And he put it back on her neck.

"It feels right to have it back." She smiled. He smiled back. He lifted her and put her on the bed.

"What are you doing?" She said.

"You're going to sleep in my bed and I'm going to sleep on the floor." He said.

"No way." She cut him off. "You'll sleep in your bed and I'll sleep on the floor."

"That's not an option." He said.

He covered her gently and she watched him lay down on his pillow on the floor covering himself with a blanket.

After a bit of a hesitation Rikki said, "Why don't you just…stay with me in the bed? There's enough space for both of us."

He looked at her his eyes wide open.

"What? Are you serious?"

"Well, it's obvious, isn't it? I can't let you sleep on the floor."

And she moved a little making enough place for him. He climbed carefully on the bed. Rikki put her head on his shoulder and he put his hand around her. He couldn't believe what was happening. She soon fell asleep, but he couldn't. He was watching her. She was so beautiful in her sleep. And just holding her and watching her sleep next to him made that night the best night of his life.

The next morning he was the first to wake up. He got out of the bed carefully and went to the kitchen to made some breakfast.

Rikki opened her eyes and looked around. It was strange to wake up in the boatshed. She missed her home.

She stretched her arms and yawned. She uncovered herself and with the help of her hands she moved her legs so now she was in some sort of a sitting position in the upper corner of the bed. She grabbed the bed's frame and made an attempt to stand up. She was in so much pain that she wanted to scream like hell, but she was determined to do this. And somehow she managed to do it.

For one second she was standing, but in the next she felt she was falling down. She hit the floor with a loud sound and Will ran into the room immediately. He ran to Rikki and gently lifted her in her arms, putting her back to sit on the bed. But to his astonishment she wasn't upset. Just the opposite. She was smiling.

"What happened?" He asked.

"I…I did it! I stood up!" She said happily.

"Wow, this is…huge!" He said and gave her a smile.

"Something's burning!" She said because of the weird smell that came from the kitchen.

"Oh, no, the pancakes!" Will said and ran off into the kitchen.

Rikki started laughing. In the moment the door opened an Cleo, Emma, Bella, Lewis and Ash came in.

"Good morning!" They all greeted Rikki with a smile.

"'Morning!" She answered also with a smile.

She was so happy to see them all and to know that they're there for her. And she also was glad that Bridget was not with them. Or at least she thought so.

Bella went to the kitchen to greet Will, when the door opened again.

"Sorry I'm late." A voice announced from the door and Bridget came in.

Rikki's face changed from a smile to a cold grimace.

"How dare you come here? I made it pretty clear I don't want to see you again! Go away!"

"No." She said looking at the floor.

"What did you say?" Rikki said in a loud voice that made Bella and Will return into the room.

She started curling her fingers into a fist.

"I said I'm not going anywhere." Bridget said this time looking at Rikki's eyes.

What the girls had told her last night had definitely worked.

_Flashback:_

"_Bridget you can't always stand back to everything Rikki says! You have to stand up and say something!" Emma said while Cleo was hugging the crying Bridget._

"_I can't." Bridget said in-between sniffs._

"_Why?" Bella asked her._

"_Because she has all the right to hate me."_

"_No, she doesn't." Cleo said._

"_Look, I don't care what you say. Tomorrow you're coming with us at Will's boatshed and you're gonna stand up in front of her. If not, then you can go back straight in England! Do you understand me?" Emma said to her with unusually cold voice. Bridget nodded._

_End of flashback_

"How dare you talk to me like that? How dare you even come here after all you've done?! You're the reason we were on that stupid plane! Dad's dead because of YOU. I can't walk because of YOU! I HATE YOU! I DON'T WANT TO SEE YOU EVER AGAIN! DO YOU HEAR ME! GET OUT OF HERE AND DON'T COME BACK!" Rikki curled her fingers in a fist and caused a lightening right next to Bridget.

Terrified she ran away of the house.

Everyone was looking at Rikki, but not because of what she'd shouted to Bridget or because of the lightening she'd caused.

Lead by pure anger and without realizing it she was _standing up_! She looked down at her legs, then she looked at everyone. Her face lit up in a huge smile.

Bella, Emma and Cleo, whose face also brightened in a smile, hurried to hug her!

"That's a miracle!" Lewis exclaimed.

"We should celebrate!" Bella said with a smile.

Everyone was happy and smiling. They knew that from this moment nothing could possibly go wrong.

Or at least they thought so.


	11. Important

**Important!**

Hi, all! Because there's no interest in this story I decided I'll not update it. Sadly I've been receiving more reviews for my Zikki stories, and besides I have some very interesting ideas for them, so I'll just have to stop with this one. At least for now. Review to tell me your opinion! You should know I'm a great Wikki shipper, I just LOVE them as a couple and I'll be glad if someday I receive reviews for a Wikki story, not only for Zikki! This is all for now.

**Bye and best wishes!**


	12. Update!

_I realized because of the last 2 comments that some of you want me to continue with this story, so I **will** write a new chapter. _

_However, since I've been pretty busy lately and since I'll be writing the new chapter on my phone, I don't know how soon I'll manage to update with the new chapter. Thank you for supporting my story, it really means a lot to me. Also, I've been writing new chapters for__** "His Cocaine Heart", **__for__** "Break Point" **__and for __**"Resurrection"**__. I'm also writing a new one-shot story too. It's really slow writing them all on my iPhone so I assume, I'll need some time to update! W_

_ell, thanks again for all the support, it really means a lot! Love all the authors here, you rock! :***** _


	13. Chapter 11

**Author's note: This is my very first story here on fanfiction and it sucks in every way. However there were many people who wanted me to continue this story, so here I am posting the new chapter. Sorry it's too short, but I'm really busy with uni and my exams are coming up. I don't know if I'll leave this story that way or if I'll re-write it, I still haven't decided yet.**

**Anyway -have a very, very nice day/good night! xXx **

* * *

><p><strong>11.<strong>

It was after midnight when the quietness in the boatshed had returned again.

Will was reading a book that had something to do with diving and was sitting on the couch, while Rikki was outside sitting in her wheelchair, staring out at the water.

She could make a few steps now, but her doctor had advised her not to get exhausted by pushing herself too hard.

Suddenly a thought came to her mind so she pushed the door open and wheeled inside and to where Will was.

"Will?"

He lifted his eyes off the book to look at her.

"Yes?"

"How did I ended up in the hospital?" She asked. "I mean for one moment the plane was falling down straight into the ocean and in the next I woke up in the hospital. Someone must've brought me there."

"I have no idea." Will answered deep in thoughts. "We heard about the incident on the news, but they said there were no survivors. We, however, knew you were alive or at least we hoped so. That's why we went looking for you. We searched everywhere, but we couldn't find you. Then we went to the island where the plane had sunk near to. Zane, Lewis and I searched the grounds and the girls searched the water. They found your necklace and we found drops of blood that we followed to a cave in the heart of the island."

Rikki was listening carefully while Will was telling her the story.

"In the cave in one of the bigger drops we found a scale." Will paused for a second. "A mermaid scale. Your scale. We also found a rock with the word "_Help_" written on it with blood. We had no idea if the blood was yours, but we thought so. We searched the whole island with no avail. We then searched the hospitals, but still found nothing."

Will sighed. "We would've still been searching for you if Zane hadn't received a phone call from the hospital."

Rikki's expression had become thoughtful once again.

"But if the plane did crushed in the water I must have transformed when it sank. And if I had been in that cave, then -"

Her eyes and Will's connected.

"Then someone must have saved your life, but found out your secret as well." He finished for her.

The two were looking silently at each other when he grabbed his phone.

"We must tell the others."

Rikki took the phone out of his hands.

"No, no way. They'll probably panic and that's the last thing we need right now."

"But, Rikki..."

"Promise me, Will. Promise me you won't tell them!"

Will sighed.

"Fine. I promise."

Rikki gave out a small smile.

"Thanks."

Will looked at her again.

"What do you think about that note we found?" He asked her all of a sudden. "I mean..who do you think could've wrote it?"

"I don't know." Rikki shrugged. "It could've been Sophie or Zane or pretty much anyone."

Will nodded deep in thoughts.

"I'll talk to Sophie, but you have to talk to Zane."

"I guess I have no choice." Rikki sighed.

Will couldn't help but smile at that.

"It'll be ok."

"It's not that." She said.

"Then what?"

"I..nothing. Forget about it."

"Rikki!"

"Fine. It's just..what if it _is_ Zane who had written that note?! I know him better than anyone, Will. If he had found out about us, he'll try anything to keep us away from each other."

Will gently took her hand in his.

"We won't let that happen. Don't worry. Everything will be ok."

And he leaned to kiss her, but she pulled back; it still felt uncomfortable and unfair to Bella and Zane. Will put a piece of hair behind her ear.

"You're beautiful."

Red rushed to her cheeks only to disappear again. There was something else she wanted to talk to him about.

"Look, Will, I don't know how you feel about last night, but I will not.."

"Terrified."

Rikki glared at him.

"Of what?"

"Last night was.." Will let out a quiet groan. "God, I'm such a jerk, I can't do this!"

He began to turn around, but Rikki stopped him.

"Will!"

He looked at her baby blue eyes and started again.

"All those years, there's only one person I've ever been shone of - you." He took a deep breath before continuing. "I've never, /ever/, been close to anyone, not even you.. 'till last night." Will lifted his hand placing it on her cheek. "All I did was hold you and watch you sleep..and it was the best night of my life."

His hand slid off her face falling down.

"So, yeah, I'm..I'm terrified."

"You don't have to be." Rikki spoke confidently, causing him to lift his eyebrows in confusion.

"Were you there with me?!"

"I was." She confirmed.

"Then what's that supposed to mean?"

"I don't know." She shrugged her shoulders. "Does it have to mean anything?"

"No." He shook his head. "Not right now."

"Maybe one day.." She began unsure of what she was about to say, but he interrupted her.

"No, let's just..let's just forget about it." And he gave her an encouraging smile.

She couldn't help but smile too.

"Ok."

He helped her to get off the chair and sit on the bed, then pulled his cover around her, putting his book away.

"Come on, let's go to sleep now. It's late."

And the two of them fell asleep wrapped at each other's arms..yet again.


End file.
